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A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanuel: God with us.  Matthew 1.23 
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From the District Priest 
The Vision 

Therefore, keep the commandments of the Lord your God, by 
walking in his ways and by fearing him.  For the Lord your 
God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing 

streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 
a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land 
of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, 
where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose 
hills you may mine copper.  You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your 
God for the good land that he has given you. Deuteronomy 8.6-10 

These words are of interest as the take the vision of a good land for those 
who are walking in the ways of the Lord.  Whereas the image is not a total 
match, how many of these elements form part of where we live.  A little 
more rain and surface water perhaps and the odd pomegranate could be 
added to complete the picture. I have often thought that we do a lot to 
creating our own world.  In that our response and relationship with God can 
help us open the door to our happiness, it is important that we recognise the 
hand of God on our life and circumstances.                                                                                                          
It is so easy to lose sight of our blessings.  How often do we look at the 
world and yearn for it to conform our wishes?  It is too hot…, too windy…, 
too wet… really it is so easy to be unsatisfied.  I know it is traditional for 
farmers to complain, but in reality, we are blessed.  What if we change our 
thinking to not just accept things as they are, but to embrace our 
circumstances?  That God moves in mysterious ways is an oft repeated 
cliché, but I have been on this faith journey long enough to realise that in 
the end, God’s will prevails and in hindsight the outcome is where we need 
to be. I am certain that we are facing many challenges as a district and the 
diocese at this time, but rather than looking back longingly to the way 
things were, we are challenged to look forward and seek to discover new 
ways of being church in our community.  We may choose how to move 
forward.  We can hang on to the church that was, or we can plan to claim 
the good land of the future and the adventure it entails.                                                        
With Christmas celebration, much of it will seem to be drawing us back to 
the past, but like the birth of any child, there is a new possibility before us.  
Let us embrace the Christ child and all that he offers, and bravely journey 
into the future together. 

Andrew 
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****************************************************** 
 
Photos in this edition of The Connection were taken by Will Eccles, Jane 
Butler, Louise Lang and Anne Ford. The front cover photo was taken at 
Eldercare Village, Maitland    
****************************************************** 

From St. Augustine’s, Stansbury 
In September, a special shared service was held at Stansbury Community 
Church in support of Di Nankivell – our Pastoral Care Worker at Stansbury 
Primary School – followed by lunch.  Donations were given to Stansbury 
Inter-church Association. The S.I.A donated services for the school 
tuckshop. 
On the 5th Sunday in September we attended the MD service at St. 
Christopher’s, Curramulka, followed by a pooled lunch at the 
sportsgrounds. During October, we met with Rev’d Anne for a cuppa and 
chat at the Blue Lime Café and Jeanette Canton attended a workshop, “A 
Day with Matthew” run by Gael Johannsen. 
We continue to worship monthly with the Uniting Church; assist with 
services at Elanora; assist monthly at St. Neot’s Op. Shop; continue support 
for Di Nankivell (Pastoral Care Worker at Stansbury Primary School) and 
Jeanette and Jan attend Stansbury Inter-church Association. 
                                                Jan Henery, Church Warden 

 



Uncomfortable but available. 
I don’t like being out of my comfort zone. I feel a certain amount of 
nervousness and anxiety.  I don’t want to be a failure.  I don’t want to mess 
things up for others and make the situation worse. Do you ever feel like 
that?  That’s how I felt walking in the door of the relief centre in Stansbury 
a couple of weeks ago.  I muttered a quick prayer, “Oh God!  Help me 
today, help me to be thoughtful of others and not say anything stupid!  
Amen!” I survived. 

But then there is a sense of “… really Louise, get over it, you’re just a bit 
nervous, you haven’t suffered loss of property, possessions, income or life 
here … so what’s your problem?...”  and there is some truth to that, my 
issues were small, and others were considerably bigger.                                                   
The lesson I had to learn, and often need to learn time and time again, is 
that I am not alone going into that space.  I need to be available to God and 
to others, and to remember it’s not about me, but them.  When I am 
uncomfortable, I have to rely on God, I need to step forward in faith and not 
fear.  I must remember that!                                                                                         
This prayer may be helpful: 

Gracious God, give us hearts where all may enter in, 
ears to hear your call, 
hands to do your will, 
voices to sing your praise 
and soul enough 
to recognize You in everything we do. Amen. 

                                                                                 Louise Lang 

 
From St. James’, Warooka 

We are now worshipping fortnightly at St. James, with Rev’d Louise Lang 
leading Morning Prayer at 11.15am on the 2nd Sunday of the month and Fr. 
Andrew celebrating Holy Communion on the 4th Sunday at 4.30pm. 
Fr. David Amery, former Dean of the Cathedral in Port Pirie, celebrated 
and preached at St. James’ on Sunday 27th October, replacing Fr. Andrew 
who was away in Jamestown at the Diocesan Synod. 
Recent strong winds have meant extra attention to trees in the churchyard. 
Thank you to Gordon Murdoch and Andrew Bannon for assistance. 
We are pleased that $3,636 is now available for our Restoration Fund and 
we hope, in the future, to secure additional funds, bringing it up to $7,000.        
                                                              Jane Butler, Warden 



From St. Neot’s, Port Vincent. 
The Trash/Treasure takings are going well now that the warmer weather has 
come. 
Our Community Garden is slowly shaping up with a garden shed ordered. 
Donations of sleepers for one garden bed, wheelbarrow and a few garden 
tools are expected. 
On Sunday 24th November, Edith Mae Eccles was baptised by Rev’d Anne. 
It was wonderful to see so many in church (55). In the afternoon we held a 
Hymn-a-thon as a fund raiser for our community garden. Fourteen people 
attended and many favourite hymns were sung. We also heard some witty 
stories about choirs and some poetry about churches.                                              
Many thanks to Michael Ford for providing the music and organizing the 
event. The singing was followed by a much needed, afternoon tea, 
organized by Pam. A further $55 was raised.    
We have a Spring Raffle running and this will be drawn on Saturday 7th 
December.     
On January 22nd at 2pm, at Pt. Vincent Senior Citizens Hall in Main Street, 
we are holding a fashion show of St Neot’s Op Shop fashions. Entry of $10 
includes 3 raffle tickets and Devonshire Tea. Many prizes to be won. 
Following the fashion show the Devonshire Tea will be served.  Fashion 
and clothing will be available for sale. All are welcome.  
The Fashion Show is another fund raiser for our Community Garden.    
Pam Biggs 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        Edith Mae Eccles 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Results of Pt. Vincent Spring Raffle 
 
1st Prize - Sue Lakin, Yorketown 
 
2nd Prize - Pat Jamison, Point Turton 
 
3rd Prize - Marilyn Tobin, Pt. Vincent 



Service Times in the Ministry District 
Ardrossan 2nd Sunday of month - 4.30pm HC 

3rd Sunday of month - 11am HC                              
4th Sunday of month - 11am (Even month HC/  

                                                      Odd month MP) 

Corny Point 3rd Sunday of month - 2pm HC 

Curramulka 2nd Sunday of month - 9.30am HC                                 
4th Sunday of month – 9.30am MP/HC 

Edithburgh 1st Sunday of month - 9am HC                               
2nd & 4th Sunday of month - 9am MP 

Maitland 1st & 3rd Sundays of month - 11am HC 

Minlaton 1st, 2nd & 4th Sunday of month - 9.30am HC    

3rd Sunday of month – 9.30am MP                            
4.30pm HC 

Mt. Rat 3rd Sunday of month - 9am HC 

Port Victoria 2nd & 4th Sundays of month - 11am HC 

Port Vincent 2nd Sunday of month - 11am HC                                                            
4th Sunday of month - 11am Odd month HC/                                                             
Even month MP  

Stansbury 1st Sunday of month - 11.15am HC 

3rd Sunday of month - 11.15am Odd month at                                       
UC/Even month at St. Augustines HC 

Warooka 2nd Sunday of month - 11am MP 

4th Sunday of month - 4.30pm HC 

Yorketown 2nd & 4th Sundays of month - 9.30am MP            
3rd Sunday of month - 9.30am HC 

   Check church noticeboards for any occasional variations 

 



From Holy Trinity, Point Pearce 
Bishop Chris McLeod and Pastor Craig Millowick visit Point Pearce once a 
month to conduct a service of worship. Bishop Chris describes it as 
‘fabulous’ as it is an informal ecumenical ministry. A team of helpers arrive 
at midday on the Sunday and door knock around the town to remind people 
that the service is on that afternoon and it starts around 2.30 – 3pm. The 
worship includes a children’s story and drama, as well as Sunday school. 
There is sound teaching for the adults, and communion. The service 
concludes between 4 – 4.30pm and a game of football or cricket follows. 
After that a community meal is shared and the day winds up as people drift 
away around 6pm. 
Craig provides a Bible study on a Friday, once a month. Many of the folk 
are keen to learn from God’s word. The church that is emerging is along the 
lines of a community church model with many influences through 
connections in a range of church and fellowship groups. In January some 
will be travelling to the Southern Highlands in NSW for a week-long Bible 
camp. They are now gearing up for the Christmas celebration on 14th 
December. 
 

 
 
 
 

From St. Christopher’s, Curramulka 
We continue to be supported in worship by St. Raphael’s, Mt Rat and the 
Curramulka Uniting Church. 
Around our grounds, the rosemary hedge needs a trim and the bull ants 
need controlling! 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the people of the Yorketown & 
Edithburgh district after the November fires. Where would we be without 
our volunteers? 
                                                   Rosemary Eichner, Warden  

 
 

  



From St. Benedict’s, Minlaton 
The Wednesday Eucharist at 10.30 am each week is now well established 
and on the 4th Wednesday of each month, Fr. Andrew and Rev. Anne 
provide delicious soup to entice the masses (of people).  
A special service for All Souls’ Day was conducted on Sunday November 
3rd, led by Michael Ford and attended by 12 people, 5 from the Uniting 
Church. 
The Church hosted the funeral on October 1st for our long-time worshipper 
and MU member, Althea Hughes who was a resident at Eldercare 
Southpark. 
Rev. Anne and Michael Ford run regular services in the Aged Care 
facilities, and these are shared at Elanora with Fr. Andrew and the 
Eldercare Chaplain Andrew Chambers. 
We are looking at ways of supporting our friends in the Uniting Church as 
they grapple with severe dislocation to their worshipping community. Two 
or three members at St. Ben’s join them for morning tea on Sundays when 
possible. 
On the practical side, our attention has been focussed on kitchen 
renovations. The floor has been replaced and the undergirding treated for 
white ants. We are shortly to proceed with a total makeover in the kitchen 
to replace existing furniture and stove, install a dishwasher and new 
cupboards – all this to cater better for the increasing number of groups 
wanting to use / hire our Hall / meeting room for regular or one-off 
functions. 
The recent Ladies Indulgence Dinner was a great success considering the 
difficulties of the gutted kitchen. We had 31 ladies present and 8 gentlemen 
catered for them and the guest speaker was local journalist Jenny Oldland. 
Advent and the Christmas season will be busy with a service off-site at 
Watsacowie brewery for “A Blessing of the Keg” on December 8, a Blue 
Christmas Service on December 15 and the Nine Lessons and Carols 
Service on December 22. 
Michael Ford & Tom Martin 
 
 
 
                                     “The Staff” 
                                                                      

 
 



From St. Raphael’s, Mt Rat 
Our little church has had a makeover in the form of salt damp repair both 
inside & out, including the outside walls. We are thrilled with the work 
Alan Godwin & his son have done. 
Our services are now 9am on the 3rd Sunday of the month. We are looking 
forward to having Father Andrew take his first service at Mt Rat on 15th 
December. 
We are having a service on Christmas Day at 9.30am and look forward to 
seeing as many people as possible attending. 
                                                                 Di Reade, Warden 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From Corny Point 
We continue to share our gatherings between the Uniting and Anglican 
churches on alternate fortnights. With just a congregation of four, we have 
our moments.  
We joined in the celebrations, as the Historical Photo Exhibition was 
opened by the Mayor and our Local State Member. Well worth a look - 
thanks to the hard work of Muriel. 
We are sad to farewell Virginia Ahwan from the congregation. She is now 
living in Melaleuca Court in Minlaton and with Lorraine moving to 
Adelaide soon, we will be reduced to a congregation of two. This may lead 
to a quarterly gathering – this is still under discussion. Nevertheless, we 
have enjoyed our regular meeting together. 
 

 
From the Ministry District Registers 

Baptism: Edith Mae Eccles at St. Neot’s, Port Vincent 
           Funeral: Althea Hughes at St. Benedict’s, Minlaton 

 



From St. John’s, Maitland 
The Maitland congregation is small in number but very loyal. They had 
100% attendance at the recent Child Safe Environment refresher training in 
Kadina. Rev’d David keeps us on our toes with his sermons, Rev’d Chris is 
a delight to host and Don is our man to do the small odd jobs. 
Two of us attended the launch of the Ministry District at Pine Point in 
August and followed up with an MD service at Curramulka in September. It 
was lovely to be in a full church with glorious singing. 
St John’s will not have a Christmas service this year as we are all away 
with family. Port Victoria, Mt Rat and Ardrossan will cover for us. 
                                                      Rosalie Cook, Warden 
 

From St. James’, Ardrossan 
It is pretty much business as usual at St James – with our two morning 
services and our afternoon gathering each month.  
We are well looked after by Father David, Father Andrew and Rev’d 
Christine. We are pleased to report that Joy is now back in action and will 
be leading us occasionally with Morning 
Prayer. Our plans are to change the afternoon service to 4pm in 2020 to 
help the scheduling of afternoon tea. We are pleased to report that we have 
achieved a first in the ministry district for our happy congregation. We have 
an engagement. We are so happy to announce the engagement of 
Margaret Jones and Don Waters, both now resident in the Nursing Home. 
The adventure began with a trip in the Hospital transport to Kadina to pick 
out the ring.  
Meg Brown, Secretary 
 

 
 

SYP FUNdraiser 
We met in the Yorke Hotel for a meal, fun & fellowship on Saturday 
evening, 19th October. Our numbers were bolstered by some Uniting 
Church members from Edithburgh. The Silent Auction provided some 
spirited bidding for some items. June Harrison arranged a ‘mixer’ activity 
requiring people to match Saints with their patronages. Some were quite 
obscure! The evening was a social and financial success. Thank you to all 
who came. For those who missed out – join us at Point Turton 29th 
December, we’d love to see you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Fellowship  

and fun 
……………. 

2-course 
Lunch 

……………. 
Silent 

Auction 
…………… 

Chicken  
& Salad 

…………… 
Seaside Surprise 

For Dessert 

 
SYP COMBINED 

VESTRIES 
Point Turton Hall 

The Esplanade 
Point Turton 

RSVP to 
Charmayne 
0429325759 

By Sunday 22nd of 
December 

 

Sunday 29th December, 2019 
SYP Combined Vestries are hosting an 

11:15am HC service in the Point Turton 
Hall, followed by a $20 light lunch and 

dessert, some entertaining activities, and a 
small silent auction. Everyone is welcome. 

Catering will be done locally so people 
planning to attend could you please reply by 

Sunday December 22nd 2019 
Arrange with your Turton friends to meet 

you there for a great time                                
of fellowship & fun. 

 



From St Mary’s, Edithburgh 
There have been a few visitors, one couple who attend regularly when they 
are on holiday here. St Mary’s played a part in organising SYP’s 
fundraising dinner at Yorketown.  
We have attended the Mission Support meetings as well as Gael’s sessions: 
Spirituality for Everyday 
June & I have completed the requirements for Working With Children. 
We have installed a microphone system in the church; thanks to Scott 
Harrison. The toilet cistern and hand basin have been replaced in the 
Seafarers centre; waiting for the S-bend to be replaced. A leak into the 
church has been resolved.  
The paths to the church have been evened up and re-cementing of some of 
the slabs. Thanks to Ron Watson for his assistance with minor maintenance.  
Our monthly Ecumenical service was held on Thursday 28th Nov at St 
Mary’s and this took the form of a Thanksgiving service following the fires 
of the previous week. Many of the congregation were evacuees during the 
fires and participated by sharing some of their experiences; giving thanks 
that there were no lives lost and for the amazing support of volunteers from 
so many different sections of the community, both local and further afield. 
                               June Harrison and Barbara Freidenfelds, Wardens 

From St George’s, Yorketown. 
We have appreciated our services changing to 9.30 am for Holy 
Communion on the Third Sunday, bringing all our services held at 
Yorketown to the same time slot.  
We have now been given a Provider Number from Centrelink which 
enables us to be registered and Centrelink approved. This will help with our 
staffing at the Op-Shop.  
A Safe Harbour refugee evening was held at Weaner’s Flat, Yorketown. 
The Yorketown Area School and our Deacon Louise hosted the evening. 
Our condolences were sent to Barbara Murphy (in Canada) on the sudden 
passing of her sister Eleanor. Eleanor was a regular part of our congregation 
whenever they visited Yorketown. Our 
condolences also extend to Chris Heinrich and Mag White (one of our 
regular Op-Shop workers) who recently lost their mothers. 
St George’s will be involved with the Progress Christmas 
Tree Festival in the Yorketown Hall, and also the Christmas 
Carol Service held at St Columba’s School. 
Pat Sincock & Cheryl Bates, Wardens 
 



                  Ministry District Committee Meeting                                                                 
Our first committee meeting was held on Sunday afternoon, 1st December 
in St Benedict’s, Minlaton. Most centres were represented and a number of 
processes for the future were discussed. The previous format of 5th Sundays 
will not be followed. Instead we will look to celebrate special occasions and 
take the opportunity to invite the wider community to join us in 
acknowledging and giving thanks - on Australia Day, Sea Sunday, Seniors 
Week, NAIDOC week. Harvest, seeding, and numerous other excuses for 
fellowship and good food are all possibilities. The committee meetings will 
be on the first Sunday afternoon in the even numbered months and held in 
Minlaton as a central spot.                                                                             
Another important focus of the meeting was to discuss what we could all do 
in our respective centres to reach out to our communities to raise the profile 
of Anglican Christians as an approachable and caring group that is happy to 
engage with the community and contribute with constructive activities. In 
some ways we are already doing this but perhaps we should be more 
intentional about asking others to join us. The mission field is just outside 
the door! 

Cheryl Bates 
 

Mission to Seafarers Port Giles/Edithburgh 
Although we have not been busy with ships, (due to work on the wharf) we 
have had a busy time with publicity. The Beachside Christian Church 
Fellowship group visited and were given a presentation on the work of the 
Mission. The group donated a wonderful amount of handmade work, 
including some lovely baby packs. We also had an information stall at the 
“Day at the ‘Burgh” and we may have recruited at least one more volunteer. 
The office area is starting to take shape. Thanks to Ron Watson for getting 
the cupboard and putting it in place.  
Calendars for 2020 have been ordered. 
Recently an anonymous person has left significant donations at the centre 
and letters of acknowledgment have been placed in The Country Times and 
the local ‘Coo-Ee.’ 
Geoff’s MSIC has been completed and approved. He is still waiting for it to 
arrive. Louise, Gail and Andrew are all in the process of applying for theirs. 
June Harrison, Chaplain 



Synod 2019 at Jamestown 

Synod is like a Business Meeting for the Diocese. Motions are passed to 
amend the rules under which we operate to make them easier to follow, or 
perhaps update them to reflect current practice. Reports are received and 
budgets are set for the coming year. It is also a forum where important 
issues are discussed, and action decided for the future. One such was a 
motion by Rev’d Alison Wurm to endorse the Sustainable Development 
Goals, recognising the reduction in global poverty since 1990 and a call to 
action for Australia to budget 0.7% of Gross National Income to be 
dedicated to Overseas Development Assistance that aims to reduce poverty. 
A letter will be sent to the Prime Minister as a result of this motion. Synod 
was also encouraged to apply a similar percentage to projects that support 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
On Sunday morning, Michael Ford presided over ‘3 minute talks’ in half an 
hour, in which members presented news, thanks, points of view, adverts for 
coming events, and personal testimonies on almost any topic. Some were 
poignant; some were entertaining; all were interesting. 
If you get the opportunity to be a Synod member, consider it seriously. 
 
 
 
                                                                      Enjoying dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
At the end of the day 
 
 
 

 
 



  
Ministry District of Yorke Peninsula 

 
Come and Celebrate 

Special Services 

Blue Christmas 
Sunday December 15 @ 4:30 pm - St Benedict, Minlaton 
Although Christmas is a time of celebration, for some the season is 
associated with "blue" feelings. This is a quiet reflection on the message of 
Christmas without the usual hype of the season. 
 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sunday December 22 @ 7 pm - St Benedict, Minlaton 
Followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Tarts 
 

Christmas Eve (Tuesday)  
5 pm Crib Service – St Benedict, Minlaton 
7 pm Communion – St James, Ardrossan 
8:30 pm Communion – St Alban, Port Victoria 
8:30 pm Communion – St James, Warooka 
8:30 pm Communion – St Mary, Edithburgh 
11 pm Midnight Mass – St Benedict, Minlaton 

 
Christmas Day (Wednesday) 
8 am Communion – St Neot, Port Vincent 
9:30 am Communion – St Augustine, Stansbury 
9:30 am Communion – St Benedict, Minlaton 
9:30 am Communion – St George, Yorketown 
9:30 am Communion – St Raphael, Mount Rat 
Curramulka will join the UCA - 9:30 am 
 
 
 
                              Enquiries: 8853 2093 or 

enquiry@anglicansonyorkes.org.au



Photo Finish 

 

1. Fr. David Amery at  
    Warooka 
 
2. Ladies Indulgence  
    Dinner at Minlaton 
 
3. MD Service at  
    Curramulka 
 
4. Morning Tea at  
    Edithburgh 
 
5. The old kitchen floor at  
    Minlaton 


