
Notes from the Ministry District Priest, Yorke Peninsula 

December 2019 

Greetings 

Living among farming communities, one is so aware of harvest time.  It is a 
time of intensity and singular focus.  As we drive around, there are the 
Yellow or Green Harvesters out doing their thing.  And it is not just the 
harvester, there are the various support people out there as well.  And not 
just in the paddocks, on the roads as well with the grain trucks and field bins 
in evidence.  And our ports are busy receiving and storing grain.  All of life 
out here gears around this activity 

All the busyness of the harvest season has brought to mind one of the 
enduring songs of the Cursillo movement is a Spanish folk song De Colores. 
One of the verses reads: 

Joyfully, joyfully we will live in God's friendship because He has willed it. 
Faithfully, faithfully we will slake the great thirsting of Christ the immortal. 
Joyfully, joyfully we will bring to our Saviour a harvest of souls 

Jesus reminds us that the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  This 
is certainly the feel in our Ministry District.  Looking across the large grain-
filled paddocks, I can only begin to understand the anxiety of the farmer, 
particularly with unfavourable weather is predicted.  But the enormity of the 
task is not an excuse to do nothing.  I cannot imagine a farmer staying sitting 
at the kitchen table - They will do something.  And they will do it with 
urgency.   

We have the harvest fields waiting for us to do something.  Let us not look 
for excuses why we cannot be involved, but as God’s people uniquely placed 
let us make the harvest our focus.  We are surrounded by people who need 
to know the love of God.  As Christmas approaches, Let us be prepared to 
tell them of it – the true reason for the season. 
Andrew  



Upcoming Events 
Ministry District Meeting 
Sunday, December 1. 3:30pm  

St Benedicts, Minlaton 

Coffee and Craft 
Friday December 6, 10am (St Benedict)  
Blessing of the Keg 
Sunday, December 8 10am  
Watsacowie Brewery 

Bring and share lunch to follow 
SYP Book Circle 
Thursday, December 12, 4:30pm  
Flying Angel Centre 

Mothers’ Union Christmas Service 
Wednesday December 18, 10:30 pm 

Learning Circle 
Wednesday, December 11, 7pm  
Maggie’s Place – Port Victoria  
Contact. Coralie 0455  839 885 

Church Meetings 
Thursday, December 5 - 7:30 pm  
Church Council – St Benedict. 
Wednesday, December 18 – 4pm  
SYP Vestries – Boardroom 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve (Tuesday) 
5 pm Crib Service –Minlaton 
7 pm Communion – Ardrossan 
8:30 pm Communion – Port Victoria  
8:30 pm Communion – Warooka  
8:30 pm Communion – Edithburgh 
11 pm Midnight Mass –Minlaton 

Christmas Day (Wednesday) 
8 am Communion – Port Vincent  
9:30 am Communion – Stansbury 
9:30 am Communion – Minlaton 
9:30 am Communion – Yorketown 
9:30 am Communion – Mount Rat  
Curramulka will join the UCA - 9:30 am  

Advanced Notice 
SU Beach Mission 
Sunday, January 5. – January 12  
Port Vincent 
Aled Jones Concert  
Thursday, February 13 (Cost tba) 
Cathedral Port Pirie 

Christmas Extras 
Ardrossan 
Sunday December 8, 6pm 
Town Square  

Yorketown 
Sunday December 8, 6pm  
St Columba’s Memorial School 

Port Victoria 
Friday, December 13, 7pm  
Port Victoria 

Brentwood 
Sunday, December 15, 7:30pm (6pm Tea)  
Brentwood Church.   

Maitland 
Tuesday, December 17, 7pm (6pm Tea) 
Lutheran School Maitland.   

Stansbury 
Sunday, December 22, 2:30pm  
Stansbury Institute.   

Edithburgh 
Sunday, December 22, 7pm  
Foreshore, Edithburgh 

Minlaton 
Blue Christmas 
Sunday December 15, 4:30pm 
St Benedicts 

Nine Lessons and Carols  
Sunday December 22, 7pm 
St Benedicts 
Mulled Wine and Mince Tarts to follow 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
  



Reverse Advent 
Calendar 

Each day collect the item listed below 
and set them aside 

December 1 canned beans 
December 2 cooking oil 
December 3 boxed cereal 
December 4 jar of spices 
December 5 canned tomatoes 
December 6 rolled oats 
December 7 baby food 
December 8 peanut butter 
December 9 canned peaches 
December 10 cake mix 
December 11 tomato soup 
December 12 ketchup 
December 13 applesauce 
December 14 crackers 
December 15 pudding mix 
December 16 rice 
December 17 pasta 
December 18 pasta sauce 
December 19 chicken noodle soup 
December 20 can of corn 
December 21 can of green beans 
December 22 macaroni & cheese 
December 23 bottle of juice 
December 24 muffin mix 

Donate these items to your local 
church at Christmas 

These items will be distributed on 
the Yorke Peninsula through the 
various helping agencies and to those 
recovering from the fires. 

Point Pearce Christmas 
Its Christmas time again and we are 
once again preparing for a Christmas 
service at Pt Pearce for Saturday, 
December 14.  

This is the third year we have 
gathered together for a service at Pt 
Pearce celebrating the gift of Jesus 
Christ the Prince of Peace and Savior 
of the World. These have been 
unforgettable services in the past, 
seeing indigenous men, women boys 
and girls from all over the Yorke 
Peninsula gather together to 
celebrate the hope of Christmas.   

Once again, we are putting the word 
out there seeking help. Each year we 
provide presents for all the children. 
There are about 130 children and 
youth who come. Would you 
consider helping us with some 
presents? Would your church or 
people in your network consider 
helping? If you can help, below are 
the details. 
1. Let Louise know you are helping 

and how many gifts you will be 
giving.  

2. Spend around $20.00 each 
present. 

3. Wrap the present up with a note 
attached stating  

a. what the gift is,  
b. the age and gender the gift is 

suitable for. 
4. organize a drop off to the rectory 

by December 10  
 

  



Ugly Ducklings 
The Bishop Writes… 
I found the most recent Clergy Conference to be a great opportunity to reflect on 
the challenge which faces us with a community that identifies as spiritual but 
often does not connect spirituality with Christianity.  
The sessions that Sharon Lanfear facilitated and our participation in using the 
conversation starters from Table Talk helped reconnect with the issues that face 
us as a Church and as Church leaders. The Ugly Duckling Company have created 
a range of resources which enable us to take the step from connection to 
conversation, the basis from which we can start to form church.  Much of the 
material is pre-evangelism, even pre-pre- evangelism – conversing with people 
who are searching for or not even really aware of a spiritual element to their lives. 
It may be that those who engage with the material from the Ugly Duckling 
Company will join an Alpha Group, or ...  
In my Synod Address, I reported that the research undertaken in the UK relating 
to Fresh Expressions or Pioneer Expressions of church identified four factors 
which were vital to a true fresh or pioneer expression of church, it was:  

• missional – it serves those outside the church  
• contextual – it listens to people and enters their culture (it is not above 

the neighbourhood, but is in the neighbourhood)  
• educational – it makes discipleship a priority  
• ecclesial – it forms church  

Those of you who were in the Diocese a few years ago will recall the visit by Robin 
Greenwood to facilitate the Clergy Conference. Robin spoke to us about using 
conversation as a way of building upon the connections we make into the 
community, into the neighbourhood. His facilitation of our Conference was based 
upon some research he had undertaken at Durham (St John’s College) Theology 
Faculty. Ugly Duckling has supplied us with the tools for the conversation.  
Why not consider using some of the materials soon?  
Table Talk for various groups, Resolve (following the annual effort to make a 
New Year’s Resolution), The Happiness Lab and Puzzling Questions. 

Check this out on https://www.theuglyducklingcompany.com 
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